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1422. On his death-bed, however, Manuel advised his
son and successor, John VIII (1425-48)^0 continue the
negotiations, but to insist on an Oecumenical Council and
defer any final decision, for 'the pride of the Latins and
the obstinacy of the Greeks will never agree'. ^ Although
the relatively peaceful beginning of John's reign enabled
him for a time to carry out his father's will and postpone
a final decision in regard to the matter of union, Ottoman
pressure was soon renewed with such vigour that the un-
happy Emperor had no choice but to court favour with
the West and acquiesce in bringing the Eastern Schism
to a definitive settlement at any cost in the vain hope
of securing the necessary aid to save Constantinople.1
The Council of Basle, convoked in 1431, had been in
session since that date when an imperial delegation arrived
on 12 July 1434. It was well received by Pope Eugenius IV
and by the Council, as both were ready to negotiate the
union. After a protracted discussion as to the meeting-
place of the Council which was to consider the conflict of the
Churches, the Pope obtained a decision for Ferrara where the
delegates opened the first session on 8 January 1438, the
Council being translated to Florence 2 on 26 February 1439.
Emperor John VIII himself together with Joseph II, Greek
Patriarch of Constantinople, and twenty-one other Greek
prelates including Isidore, Metropolitan of Russia, and a
1 Plirantzes (Emperor Manuel's secretary, ob. 1477), in MPG, CLVI,
784; Fleury, XXI, 484; Finlay (ed. Tozer), III, 491, where John VIII is
called John VI; Kidd, 280-5; Vasiliev, II, 315-36; Pears, 109-20.
2 For the history of the Council of Ferrara-Florence, see Mansi, op. cit.,
vol. XXXI passlmi Hefele, op. cit., VII, 681 et seq.; Sylvester Syropoulos,
Fera historia unionis non verae (Lat. trans. R. Creyghton, The Hague, 1660);
Ceccioni, Studi storici sul concilia di Firenze (Florence, 1869); Platina,
Lives of Popes, II, 221-5; Gorski, Hist, of Council of Florence (trans, from
Russian by B. Popoff and ed. by J. M. Neale, London, 1861); Pastor, Hist.
of Popes, I, 315 et seq.; Creighton, Hist, of Papacy, II, 173 et seq.; Norden,
op. cit., 712 et seq.; Flick, Decline ofMed. Church, II, 198-202; Fortescue,
Orthodox Eastern Churchy 208-20; Kidd, 285-90; Pears, 123-28; Gregoro-
vius, StadtRom, VII, 66-71; Gieseler, Eccies. Hist., Ill, 411-14; Robertson,
Hist, of Christian Church, VIII, 94-109; Bknc, Hist, eccle's., II, 167-70;
Jenkins, op. cit., 269 et seq.    Although the kst book is entitled The Last
Crusader, it is largely a study of Cardinal Julian's projects of church reform
submitted to'the Councils of Basle and Ferrara-Florence.